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And the children o Iſrael nee 
not the Lokb their God, who had 
delivered them out of the hands of 
all their enemies on every fide * 
neither ſhzwed they Biduſ 70 the 

 bouſe of Terubbaal, namely Gideon, 

according to all the goodneſs which 
he had Ar unto Iſrael. CEN 


POLE IO SP ek. IN E can never. enough ad- 
mire the wiſdom of God, in 
preſerving to us, under ie 7 
47 old Mladen ſo exact a 
REN \. ON cord of 'the Few! hiſtory]. 
65 YA wherein, beſides the evidence 
ts it affords to the diſpenſa · 
ton of the goſpel, we have a moſt illul⸗ 
ious diſplay of the divine perfections, in 
the conduct of providence towards a nation, 
which God had ſeparated from all man kind: 
to be the partakers of the ſpecial marks of 
us favour. Nor can one well read the ac- 
4 A 2 — count, 


PAI 
5 125 


muzities of men, mo, 3 moſt powerful na- 


e pf tlie Boαν e 
F- witfioar Akomnmem. This, 4 
| part of divine revelation furniſhes our minds 
with the moſt delightful ideas of the mercy, 
and forbearance, of God.; ſo it fails not, like. 
ii to gie us ã pr view of h i —— 
Holines, We 7 vos e 
teousj udgments, with which he took 
2 ds OT 
leſſor com- 


on thi . of ah and, by 
ry, not only priva ſons} and 


tions in the world are taught, what. are ws 
natural, and will, in che end be the c 
Con feguendes of obſtiriacy in fin. The 
ſal iffue of l de were — 
peculiar favourites of heaven,; is indeed aw- 
fully inſtruQtive! When = —— of their 


iniquities was filled up, they felt the weight 
| of ſuch amities, as O toil beſides can 


arallel: and t theſe jud s have iſſued at 
E in that 1 M ors web diſ- 
perſon, to which <4 poor retnains of this 


le have, for many ages, been ex- 
(a wr io which we behoM them at this 
day. A condition, which is a ſtanding evi- 
Jens of the atrocious nature of their:crimes; 
as well as of the truth of that revelation 


which, foretold a of the faithfalneſs of 
thoſe promiſes w 
feſtoration, | 


relate to their future 


Tarn 


— leapt . 


have, in tes per 1 kave 
confideratiom d. 

"Tax ces biſon vaten vg dell 
ing obtained a compleat 883 
= under the conduct 40 27 Gideon, and 


enjoyed an happy wangquility; for fb 
years, under his ddminiſtration'; de Was, n 
md old age, gathered to his fats. Arid 16 
ſooner was he laid i His. grave, bat this u 
rrateful nation forſook the worſhip of the 
tiring and true God, and enfred inis obe- 
um with idols. T 
went a ww after and Rad?" 
krith their God*. They forgot all the 
engagements they were under to the God 1 
their fathers, who had ſo often given them 
vation and victory; and who, lately, and 
vithin their own memory, had reſcued ihem 
fron the vileſt flavery ; and had, in fo worms 
derful a manner, reſtored to them both their 
teligious and civil liberties They remembred . 
wt the Log D their Cop, who had delivered 
them out of the hands of their entmies n every - 
fde, And this wicked defection from all re- 
pd to their duty to God Biinſelf was, matu- 
ally, attended with [baſe 1 6 ts the 
memory of the eminent perſon, whom * 
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They rarned again; and - 
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6 ee be. n, 
had, raiſed up fot their deliverance: thus the 


Lighted the poſterity of that great and 
man, who had led them on to on 
ſuch conduct; , and e + on had 
govern d them, for ſo many yeats, with ſo 
much wiſdom, and moderation, Neither  ſhewed 
they kindneſs to the houſe of Jerubbaal, name 
Gideon, according to the all gend obich 


N 1 Lana 6 þ | 
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AX | 27 230100; 
| hne 
= . you ; fone account ff the great 
obligations theſe people were under to divine 
—— for a long ſeries of wonderful de- 
iverances; and, e 0 that nne 
in the intent t n 
I. I chall ew wats, what kind ofin returin 
the laws of reaſon and religion required of 
them, both to their divine benefactor, and-to 
ſuch inſtruments as he was pleaſed; from time 
to time, to raiſe up for their deliverance ; and 
45 ally,to the extraordinary 1 mention 
our text. | 


. o 
+ 3 3% 


III. I ſhall: obſerve. what little wad this 
unhappy nation _ to either of theſe ogy 
tions. 


IV. I 
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exo pi and gre 7 


W. 1 will onto ae 5e peu 
fo, and folly of this oonduct. "And, 1) 4 


LasTLY, make ſome Conia of bed 


things to our own a the * 
mn occalioly 0 this . 


J. Lam we yon bo acne of Fa. 
geat obligations the people of Mrael were un- 
— B God himſelf, for the many extfaordi- 
rances * idence in their favour'; * 
1 e . for inſtance recorded in the 
context. 

Ax p, hag ak 10 firſt of al, 
83 family, and will trace them back to "lf 
original, will find they were diſtinguiſhed, by 
divine goodneſs, from all the families of the 
earth: and this too, without any foundation 
ſor a meritorious plea on their part. The 
figure which their great progenitor Abraham 
made in the world, was the pure effect of 

2 peculiar providence which attended him; 
and that which he made in the church, was 


owing to the extraordinary grace beſtowed 


upon * 2 He, together with the patriarchs, 


who were his immediate deſcendants, all ac- L a | 


knowledged, that they were ſtrangers and pil- 
grims on the, earth: — d, A* this racy of 
Pe mags, they were ſo remarkably preſerved 

vine care, | ſo richly ſupplied with 
0 thing that was neceſſary to their tem- 


Heb. xi. 1 3— 


— 
* 


5 exemplified, % and 'reproved. 


forty years, in a defart, void of all 
neceflary for the fupport of human life 
bread came down from heaven, and their ur. 
out of the flinty rock; their cloaths did not wax 
uin the journey, neither did their ſboes meat 
ut: and tho they were chaſtiſed by fiery 
ſerpents for their iniquities, yet they 
were hambled under the mighty | 
Cod, a miraculous antidote was immediately 
provided againft that deadly poiſon. They 
were ſurrounded, indeed, with numerous and 


when they 


angels incamped about them for 
ſend, and dwell in the midſt of them. He 


zwe them a body of le 
own finger, pitched his royal pavilion among 


{ll upon all the nations round about; and 


ifturbance in theit journey, they ſoon found, 


be attempted to obſtruct their paſſage *: and 
the ſucceſs that attended the lifting up of the 


niftory. It was the” ſame almighty power 
lo that overthrew Sibon king of the moe. 
- --f Exod; xyiis e bas [ig 


rites, 


* 


ery | 


y of laws written with his 


them as their ſovereign, and marched before 
them, in a pillar of a cloud, and of fire, ag 
the captain of their ſalvation. Their terror 


und of Jede in that battle, ought to have 
keured to heaven the laſting” glory of the 


hand of 


powerful enemies; but troops of pardian 
ou! ir pro- 
tetion, and God himſelf was pleaſed to de- 


: 


when any of them dared to give them 4 | 


' 
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to their coſt, that the Lord of hoſts was a- 
nong them. This Anale ſeverely felt, when . - 
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feed; du reproved. ts 
of 1 of Ai i, and the'defeat' of five. pb 
tent princes, with their united atmies. TUS 
Lord fbught that day from heaven for his 
people! and more of their enemies fell Sy ha 
ame, thak Iſrael flew with the ford. Then 
it was, that filled with the ſpirit of 
the Lord, cried out in the preſence of all the 
tribes, “ Sun, fand thou ſtill upon Gibeon; 
« and ben mann, in the valley of Ajalon.“ 
And the ſun " Bond fall and the moon flayed, 
mtil the people' bud avenged themſebves upon 
thetr enemies. And there was no-day-like that 
lfore it, or after ity" that the Lord beartened 
unto the woite a man: for the Lord fought 
fir Iſrael. Such was the rapidity of Jo- 
ſous s.conqueſts, and ſo mightily did he pre- 
gail; that, as no wg nation could ſtand) 
tefofe him; ; ſo-when the neighbouring * | 
heard of the defeat of theſe five kings, 
entted 1hto a much more Grridable- il Ras 3 
and came up againſt"Jf-ael with an boſt, as 
the ſand on the ſougbote, for multitude,” and 
with horſes\ and chariots very many. But the 
cred hiſtory informs us, that God ſo ſtren 
ned his fervant ow and all che people of war 
with him, that they fell upon this mi hty 
my, ar the ufer of Merom'; and fate 
them, till there uere none remaining ; and 
ughed their horſes, and burnt their chariots: 
with fire, Thus Joſhut: tool the whole land, 
aging fo all that 0 e Lad Lat unto Moles, d 
B 2 2. and 
& Chap. viii, ! Chap. x. . 
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od from Midian and ——— 
the caſt, by Gideon. Which brings . 
'he caſe, mote imtnediately, before us. 

Ax p you will find, by: conſulting Bae; 
text, that the ſame had "the 
ame effect. They did cuil in ibe fight of the! 


Verd. it is ſaid, and he delivered them into 


he band of daten for rn gears * ''Theſe 
enemies were the more faurmidable, frondithb: 
implacable reſentment they had againſt Auel 
who had been cortrupted in their manners, 
and their religion, by the Midianitiſd Wwomen,: 


under the direction of a! wicked; prophet; in 
the time of Maſes; and the e God: 


upon Hrael for this defeRion; had been follows: 
d with ſuch a drendful ſlaughter of the Midi- 
ſnites, as could never bo forgotten by their 
poſterity . They were at this time alſo very 
mmerous, and were joined, as ybu ſer, by. 
le Amalekites, and a children of ihe af 
ad what greatly increaſed | the was, 
bat they had gradually ſpread theniſclves- 
ger Al the land f were as graſ-" 
2 it. In ons were al- 
ready very grievous: _ had reduced the 
people of Iſrael . — 6 
ba very — ſtate of ; they had rob- 
bed them of their cattle, and df is fir of 
the field, and were rioting in the produce of 


their labour, while many of the poor 1ſ-aelites 


were obliged to hide —— from their 
cruelty, 1n ſtrong-halds and CqVEsS of the earth.:: 
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work aß this, 


ſe ormation o bis On Healy. N * 


ſu&ion of the altars of 
Thus he not only bravely hid d 


bs bes bo tothe 


exexlified, and gern f. as | 
Ge rn ha : 
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teathen enemies of his RUDE but to their 


gods alſo. 


Tux Wa e 


ately took t 


gnd tral al 1 : 


ſtrength, an Pon er ue 0 5 
the — * of Fezreel; whilſt Gideon, ſu = 


ported with the g 5 0 
the promiſes of de al aſſi is 3 
intimidated by this powerful a 

boſt, which coyered the graun 


01 the ſea-ſpore ; ws 
poor appearance o 


ke 


nume 


his ce, ad 


the. and 


r is he diſco Ted by the 


his band of 


* 


hundred 


men: 


16 — geb * 


men: for, to that fall number was bis a arruy 


reduced, by divine e of that God 
might ſecure all the of the victory to 

himſelf. Thus, in oh e of ſtrong Con- 
fidence in God, and, at the ſame titne, In the 
prudent uſe' of as artful a ſtratapern as ever 
military {kill produced, he ſarprizes the cat 
of the enemy. And who, indeed. can ſufh- 
ciently imagine the ſurprize; ; when, with the 
ſound of three hundred trumpets, this vaſt 
multitude was rouzed from the ſecurity, of 
the night; and their aſtoniſhment i 
by an immediate illumination all round the 
camp, attended with the victorious ſhout of, 


—THE SWORD OF THE LORD AND or 


GrDdEoN ? The effect was, that the whole 
army was thrown into the utmoſt conſter- 
nation; and, in this terror and confuſion, the 
Lord ſet every man's ſivord againſt bis Hero 70 
and the reſt became an eaſy prey to the . 
raelites, in their flight. . 

Txvs by this amazing turn of Rd 
was this diſtreſſed nation, at once, delivered 
from the cruel and ſervile yoke of Midian; 


and under the conduct of this great man, 


the tribes were happily reſtored to their te. 
 ligious and civil liberties. Nor is his moders- 
tion and love to his country, after this victory, 
leſs to be admired, than the wiſdom and va- 
lour he diſcovered in obtaining it. For when 
the people, in the preſent lively ſenſe of their 

obligations to him, would have broken in 


upon 


r Judg. vii. 22. 


r < > r . ©. or 


> —m} 
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. and reproved. 
pon their cotiſtitution; in order to 5 
dze him and his family, 2 
tender of abſolute power, he generouſly re- 
fuſed the offer, gave the glory of the victory 
where it was juſtly due, and ſaid, the Lord 
bl ſtill rule over them ; contenting him 
elf with ſuch. a degree of authority, as the 
imitations of their national ſettlement, which 
ms a theocracy, admitted of: and, in that 
apacity, he- governed with ſuch impartial 
pſtice and — that his adminiſtration 
ws attended with great tranquility to the 
* and much — to himſelf, for no 
than forty years. 

Fron this general account of things, you 

k what obligations this nation was under to 
tte divine care and eſs all along, and 
ehecially *for the great ' alvation that was 
wought out for them, under the conduct of 
Gidern, I come now therefore, 


17 A. 


7 


11er e 


* ere 


een 


I. To enquire, what ſort of returns were 
we from them, both by the laws of reaſon 
ad religion, to their divine benefactor; and 
i, to ſuch inſtruments as he was pleaſed, 
fom time to time, to raiſe up for their de- 
herance ; and particularly, to the extraordi- 
ſary perſon mentioned. in the text. 

AND I am ſure you will, immediately, a 

de with me, that as the common blefiings 
A providence lay men under indiſpenſable 
Mpations to their great creator, and preſer- 


5 Chap. viii. 23. 
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ver; ſo theſe obligations müſt increaſe in 
proportion to the favours beſtowed — 
And thus, as God had raiſed Nu above alt 
the nations of the earth, and had pour d ſuch 
floods of goodneſs upon them, as no people 
in the whole world beſides enjoyed; | ſurely 
if the light of nature had been attended to, 
it would have been — that a grateful 
ſenſe of theſe things Id have ever worn 
off their minds : * the frequent and ſur- 
prizing inter poſitions of the divine arm intheir 
favour, in ſeaſons of the moſt imminent dan- 
ger, and when help could be obtained from 0 
other quarter, ſhould not have kept them 
humble, and have engaged them to aſcribe al 
the glory where it was juſtly du. 
Tus great appearances of God in their 
behalf, were often the fruits of national hu- 
miliations, and ftrong cries to heaven: they 
were frequently attended with the moſt-pub- 
lic and ſolemn vows, and engagements to Go, 
He had taken care ſufficiently to inform them 
how jealous he is of his own. glory. And tc 
affift the frailty of human nature, and to kref 
a thankful ſenſe of ſuch extraordinary events 
alive upon their hearts, a ſacred memoria 
of them was recorded, by divine 2 — 
proper feſtivals were eſtabliſhed ; 
and other religious rites were —5 
ſuitable ſongs of praiſe were provided, b) 
the ſpirit of God himſelf, for thoſe ſolemr 
occaſions; and a ſucceſſion of phets wert 


ſent, from time to time, with a rey 
| of 


— a> a ki... a EE oh 


erempliſaa, and reprioved. 19 
from. heaven, to remind them of ic 
tions, and: ſtir them up to gratitude. 
Tuus it uns feaſonable to have expodund, 
eſpecially whale, hew. wonders were ſtill work- 
ng in theĩti ſavour, that they would not, ea- 
ly, have forgotten thoſe that vvere paſt. How 
ſhould tlie civil magiſtrates have exerted their 
authority to this 2 and taken care to 
recommend a grateful ſpirit to the people, 
by: their own. pious examples ? And how ac- 
tive and t ſhould their; fpiritual leaders 
have been, in this very important part of their 
wotk? One; at indeed; © have thought, 
that the nation in general would. have pre- 
ſerved a thankful remembrance of. the 
wonders wrought out for them: and would 
have laboured to impreſs the minds of their 
poſterity, with the ſame ſenſe of theſe things. 
As they, and their forefathers had — 
elteem ' d precious in the fight of God, and 
been preſerved at in the hatlow . of his ud, 
and as the apple of bis one would have 
thought, the 8 of rai t friend, and 
preſerver, . would have been 5 to them 
than life itſelf. God had always eſteemed 
their enemies as his: and thejefirs gratitude 
ſhould have taught them, to have look d oh. 
all the enemies of God as theirs. |. The per- 
tection of the divine: nature, indeed, is ſuch, 
% can admit of no acceſſion of happineſs, from | 
any thing creatures can do: but ſurely a con- 
ſtant tribute of humble thankfulneſs, of love, 
and. 3 muſt have been reaſonably ex- 
| 0 2 pected 


20 * "National Ingratitude-> . des 
from a people thus diſtinguiſhid. A0 

that the true — — and 
_ honours of a very ex nature, with | 
© which they were entruſted, and Were hm 

wonderfully reſtored, ſhould: have biuiredicnm. 
ed ſacred, ſhould have been properly valued 
and have engaged their unſhaken loyalty" to 
their divine benefactor, throughout. all gene- 


rations. - „ eme 


Ax, A ield if they. had but attended 


— gny — % twin ane r 


to their own true intereſt, which in moſt 
than 


caſes, influences human nature ſtronger 
any other motive; they would have ſeen, 
that nothing could ſo much ſecure theit w. 
putation among other nations, the peace af 
their own minds, and a ſucdeſſion of bleſ- 
ſings to their lateſt poſterity, as a thankful, 
fruitful, and religjous i wr" of thee- 
bundant mercies they had received. 

Bor, to what I have ſaid, I Aae 
further add, that not only reaſon, but the 
holy religion which they profeſs d, r the 
greateſt ſanction to their obligations. They 
knew that the foundation of the ruin of man- 
kind in the fall, was laid in the fin of ingrati- 
tude. And they had been- ſufficiently in- 
formed into the malignity of this ſin, by the 
deſtruction of the old world, and of the ih- 
habitants of the fruitful. plains of - Gomorrha, 
as well as of the many nations who had fal. 
len before them in the wars of The Lord. 
Gratitude is the grand motive by which the 


wh: ole * law, which was delivered to 
|  . 


EEE MEFS F Sor A nn oe = D-+ wa ww = cc. 


a , 


in. a very particular manner; and ds 
them alſo in that divine ſong, with which: * 
concludes i „ 

Axp then, as the moſt grateful ee 
yere due to God himſelf; ſo, natural juſtice 
ad humanity, as well as religion, would have 
tweht them, to have ſhewn a ſuitable re- 
gud to the inſtruments, he was pleaſed to 
enploy in their favour. They ſhould have 
been treated with due reſpect: and honoyr 
while living; their memories ſhould have 
been its, after death; and national 


poſterity. _ 

Tunis certainly ought to have been the 
thaviour of the people of Mrael, in the caſe 
tefore us. How, deeply ſhould: the ſenſe of 


beir behalf, have been imprefſed on their 
minds? And with what —— and lively 


How folicitous ſhould — have been to pro- 
we that holy religion from any heathen 
nature, which had. been ſo miraculouſly re- 


ben? And how faithfully ſhould they have 
proved thoſe liberties, which were reſtored 
©” ol 


Exod, xx. 2. Deut. xxxii. 7—18. 


. 
1 K igations, 


mtitude ſhould have been entailed on their 


b extraordinary an appearance of God on 


bankſpivings ſhould they have celebrated it? 


brd from the ruin deſigned it by the hea- 


— — — — 
— — 


cri % manner, bm | 
to de at rey Por The very y name df 0 
aon ſhould. have been * dent to Jia 
Whey ſhould not only ho ra HOG 
| — 6-9 to his great merit, "while: he l 
among chem; but have been jaſt tb len | 
**. when dead: His valour, e 
his wiſdom, and juſtice as a mayi 
ſtrate, and above all, his firm faith in G00 
ſhould have been properly regarded by the 

terity, and imitated by all his ſue 
ots. And ſurely one would have though 
the family of ſo worthy a man, 3 
Partaken largely of the favour of che pe 
and whatever differences ſubſiſted 
them, all parties would have united to he 
ſbewn their gratitude to their great deliv 
in the moſt honourable treatment of his uf 
ko Thus it - ought to have been. B 
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a III. Tur hiſtory of thoſe times informs u 
;what a different ſort of regard this 'unhapy 
8 nation paid, to each of theſe obligations. 
Tux IR ingratitude to heaven. was, inde 
unparallel d. They were hardly ever 5 
vered from any great diſtreſs, but they it 
the miferies they had endured, almoſt as fo 00 
as they were removed ; and the vows of the 
affliction, as ſoon as their prayers were a 
ſwered. Tho' faved in a r Wa 
they would either give the praiſe of it to 


ä oun ſword and bow, or to the 20 of d t 
1 


4 > 


S8 S2 „ =mGB . oe 


Vo 


5 S 8 8 


— 


dect y inconveniences, 
ora in the fulleſt Liderty, and-greateſt affu- 
ace of outward enjoyments, they i 
1 —— agains Cod; 
it is as great a miracle, as any we read of in 


their hiſtory, that they were not utterly. d- 
oy d from the face of the earth. © 


it their coming out of Egypt, at the red ſea, 
ad in the wilderneſs: How did they loath 
the manna of heaven, as light food; and 
murmur at 'the of the way, though 
the great Jebovab travelled with them? Such 
was their turbulent ſpirit, that when they 
were commanded to fight they- would lay 
down their arms; and when God would have 
them forbear, they would go up to battle. Nay 
even in the fight of the mount, where juſt be- 
fore, they had heard the thunder of God's 
voice, and ſeen the lightening of hiseyes, and 
to the top of which Mofes was aſcended, to 
receive the law at the hand of the Lord, they 
bow the knee to a calf of their own making, 


abominations of my "This ER - 


- 


Wx have fad inſtances of this dabei 


and provoke the divine Majeſty with the vileſt 


well as üben the moſt ſtrong 


| the honour to ſtand in to the great God of 


24 e e 
God himfelf, . ſuit- 
able meaſure. of ingratitude, t che ſevenl 
I r inſtruments he was to em. 

from time to time, for their / good, 
1 l are 

8 of their firſt great leader and 
lawgiver? what could be more glorious, than 
. Ae v el i w NT And 
| Moſes, wi is wiſdom, faithfulnef 
f 1 ble labour for ths-public goal 
with the miraculous ſanction of heaven to 
ſupport him, and a conſtant ſeries of moſt 
marvellous ſucceſs; found himſelf very fre- 
quently diſtreſs d by the murmurings of this 
ungrateful people, and his perſonal character 
often loaded with reproach: and this, hot 
only from the n but from 
their elders; as in the of Korab, Da- 
than, and Abiram*; and in that alſo of Aon 
and Miriam), who from the ties of blood, as 


* n 1 — n. Monk r oct 


were bound to have behaved towards him, 
in a very different manner. 

AND thus, if we deſcend oiled; be | 
fore us, we ſhall find that the ſame ſpiri 
| prevailed, after this great ſalvation; wbi 
recorded in the context. The children! 0 1. 
rael, it is ſaid, remembered not the Lora their 
God : they forgot the near relation they had 


heaven; they forgot how often he had ap- 
proved bimſelf to be thetr Godt in a 


Numb. xvi. 12. 7 Chap. xi. 1, 


a fea, yer 1 2 [ f 


they ſeemed by their conduct, to have loft 
al ſenſe of the miſery they! bad lately been 
in, of the ft plications they y had ſent up to 
Heaven for relief, of tlie vows 5 thy Hal made 
their diſtreſs, and the glorious diſplay of the 
divine wiſdom, power, and govdricis, in their 
&liverance. it i ſtrange, Bleed, that ſuch 
n entire victory over their implacnble 2 
weft, that a"Alvation fo ſudden; ſo co 
plat, and Were PREG ſuch A bene | 
rſtoration an 
ind, above a, of the bes Dc tht bf theit 
Joly religion, could ever have been forgotten 
by them. But alas] fo it was; for the ch 
& of Iſrael remembred not the Lord tbein 
Gul, who had delivered bm out of the batids 
of all their eneniies on every 

Axp to this account of their ratittde 
v heaven, the ficred' hiſtorian im nediately 
II neglected to /heid kindneſs Fo 
the 2 > of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, ab. 
ording Hf all the g gvodneſs which bs Bad ee 
to nel. een Was he envy or tlie tribe 
af Epbraim towards their deliverer; and the 
choſen men who fought under bim, chat the 
laughter of the Migianitet was ſcarce” over, 
when they diſcovered it, in a very ungetie- 
ous manner: bat the admirable moderation 
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dyercame their ſeditious f. = as tis arms 
lad done the enemies of country $ and 
en they very ſeverely — him, with 
lecting to call them time enough to obtain 

D a larger 


ky 


this great man, in the fluſh of a victory, 


. . J 1 


59 co ſhare i in the glory of that day; with 
What inimitable prudence doth he calm their 
55 paſſions? What Thave done, 7070, 1a ys he, ; in 
compariſon of you? is not the en af te 
grapes of Ephraim, better than | the of 
Abiezer ? 00 hath delivered into . 
the princes of ger Oreb, and Zeeb: and 
phat was Table to do in compariſon of you? 
The valour. indeed of Gideon, * 19 
ſhewed to his country, and 14 65 wonderful 
ſucceſs which attended this glorious. enter. 
prize, had ſuch a preſent effect on the body 
of the nation, that they would, as has been 
obſerved, have changed the very form of their 
government in favour of him, and his family: 
and, it is very probable, that while in his lite- 
time he continued to lay. freſh obligations upon 
them, by the prudent, and impartial diſcharge 
of the high truſt which was committed b. 
him, he ue — conſiderable intereſt 
in their reſpect. But, when he was no more 
and his perſonal labours and ſervices were at 
an end, the national regard to him ceaſed al 
ſo; and all obligations to his memory were 
lad aſide. One would indeed have thought 
' that when it was out of their power to make 
any farther returns to his perſon, they woul 
have. conſidered him as, in ſome. fort, yt 
living in his poſterity ; and have treated then 
with that reſpect, which was naturally duetc 
the immediate deſcendants of one, who had 
ſo eminently, approved himſelf to be tht 
common father. of his country, But, fs 


exenplfed, and eee 27 
ſtead of this, the chapter immediately fol- 
lowing our text, informs us, that Abimelech, 
the ſon of his maid-ſervant, being ſupported | 
by the men of Shechem, entered into a moſt 


”— kd 


unnatural conſpiracy againſt his father's houſe : 
ind having, with their affiſtance, hired a band 
of ruffians, barbarouſly murder d his ſeventy 
brethren upon one flone ; and then ſeized on 
"WY ut authority which, Gideon had piouſly re- 


fuſed, Nor doth it appear that, in all this 
outrage, he met with any oppoſition from 
the tribes of Hrael. And if we may judge of 
the reſt of Gidkon's children, who ſuffer d this 
quel uſage; by the figure the youngeſt of 
them makes in ſcripture hiſtory, they had 
by no means forfeited their title to the re- 
rard of the public. For Fotham, who was 
the only one that eſcaped this aſſaſſination, 
with a wiſdom and bravery ſuitable to his 
blood, went, and ſtood on the top of mount 
Ceriazim, and there, publickly, reproached 
the men of Shechem, for their ingratitude to his 
ather's memory, who had fought for them, 

s he faid, and adventured his 1% for and 
delrvered them out of the hand of Midian : 
and then, under a ſpirit of prophecy, he fore- 
told the vengeance |that would purſue both 
the one, and the other, for the cruelty done 

o the houſe of Ferubbaal. Which, accord- 
nely, very ſoon came to pals, to their mutual 
leſtruction: for, the men of Shechem, who 
tad thus affiſted Abimelech in his tyrannical 
nurpation, and the inhuman treatment of his 
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father's houſe, like other traitors, 


4 \ . 
„ „ 


ſoon, rebelled 
againſt him who hed employed them, They 
TY indeed, quickly vanquiſhed. 121 Is arms, 


7 
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t, he had no ſooner executed the ſentenco 
heayen upon them, in a dreadful laugh. 


_ ter; deſtroying their fortreſſes, Taz the very. 
Walls of their city 5 


and ſowing the foundation 
of it with falt ; than he himſelf alſo fell by 
the ignominious hand of a woman, And 


thus, lays the ſacred . God 2 

tbe wickedueſi of Abimelech which he did unto. 

_ be father in flaying his | /e ſeventy brethren. 
4 all th eu of the 


men of Shechem, did 
God render uon their heads : 7 upon them 


came the curſe of Jo tham the 7 9 _ 


baal . But, 
IV. WHAT I farther defi __ was to 


expoſe, in ſome. meaſure, K ſin, and folly 
of this conduct. | 


Ax here, I am ſure, I need not take 
up much of your time, The guilt 2 fo 
flagitious crime of in gratitude, as, 
againſt God himſelf, is a ravated, in Pra 
portion to the dignity of the divine, Character, 


and the great and 1 obligations we 


are under to big, And the *. of it £ 
pears, in full J when, we. 18. 
jealquſy he has for his own. glory, the thr 

nings which attend it in his word, 47 


terrible examples which are recorded of his 


yengeance both gn angels and men, for this 


iniquity, 


'y „ Chap, i ix. 56, 57: 
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eremplißed, and reproved. 29 


whatever regard men pay to their obligations 
tp one pls 15 tis true religion only, which 
gill engage them to a grateful treatment of 
heir creator and preſerver, and to behave in 
becoming manner, towards that good God, 
Ibo, in the midſt of all their unworthineſs, 
us made ſuch ample proviſion, not only for 
heir welfare here, but for their everlaſting 
ration. Which, as it evidently diſcoyers 
he dreadful effects of the fall, on all human 
ature ; ſo, it ſhews the abſolute neceſſity of 
ke ſupernatural work of the holy ſpirit, in 
nder to reſtore our minds to fuch a temper, . 
to pay a due regard to the firſt principle 
> right reaſon. - _ | * 
Tn injuſtice of ſuch a behaviour as this, 
bwards our fellow - creatures, might be argued 
tom the rights of nature, which, certainly, 
lige every man, as he is made for ſociety, 
b promote the common good; and will al- 
Foy of no injury to another; no, not to thoſe 
byhom we are under no ſpecial obligations. 
weratitude is therefore the height of in- 
ilice : tis ſo, to the perſon. injured ; and 


* in proportion to the damage it brings to 
& public. And, 4 a lite reflection, it 
ill appear alſo very fooliſh, as it 1s ge 
d our own intereſt, and inconſiſtent; with 
be rules of ſelf- preſervation. But divine re- 
Ration carries things vaſtly higher than all 
u; it directs us, if our enemy bi en 
F . 
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piquity. But,, experience teaches 'us_ that, 


be crime is encreaſed, as in the caſe before 


30 Mational Ingratitude 
him, and if be thirſt to give him drink *, "Wi 
the glory of our holy religion to teach us 
that we muſt. do. good for evil, %% they 
that curſe. us, and pray for them that deſpite 

Fully uſe us, and perſecute us. And, as expe 

rience ſhews us that this behaviour is, com 

monly, ſooner or later, attended with honou: 
and happineſs in this world; ſo it has man 
romiſes of the divine favour, and reward 
of a nobler kind annexed to it, in the word 
of God. | 
Tu us, if it be our duty, and our intereſt 
to be not only juſt and kind to all men, everiif 
to our enemies; what muſt be the malignity 
of that evil, how full of injuſtice and baſe 
neſs of ſpirit, where men break through th 


_ firſt principles of nature itſelf, and the cleareſſ ; 
dictates of conſcience, and return evil fo 
good? Tis a vice condemned by the general 
conſent of mankind ; and muſt be exceedin ; 
abominable in the ſight of God, as it appea ; 
ſo directly contrary to the mercy and good 

neſs of his nature, and the conſtant tenor dn 
his law, and, moſt of all, to the obligation " 

laid on us by the genius, and grace of thi * 
goſpel. And then, 3 ingratitude is tha. 
ſpecies of this fin, which you will eafily fee ic. 
is moſt baneful, moſt provoking to heaven on 
and moſt pregnant of every evil to ourſclean fte 
as well as other men. In a word, the dan 40 


ger, as well as the folly of it, will abun el 
dantly appear, if we conſider that, as it | | a 
= 1 97 F mou 


= Rom. xii. 20. Matt. v. 44. 
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cent, and reproved. 31 


noſt injurious to human ſociety, | 
tends DL diſcourage brave wc ry 

tom engaging in difficult and important ſer- 

nies z ſo it is apt to awaken the ſharpeſt re- | 
ſkntments, in thoſe who are in this manner 
abuſed. And, however men may eſcape the 
puniſhment due to ſuch a criminal behaviour 
n this world; yet, the natural notions we 
have of God, as well as the plaineſt decla- 
ntions of his holy word, aſſure us, that ſuch 
fort of injuſtice cannot, without repentance, 
5 unpuniſhed in the world to come. But I 
en, | 


v. To endeavour to "nah ſome applica- 
ton of theſe things to our own circum- 
ances, and the memorable occaſion of this 
y. 
AnD with regard to our national obliga- 
tons to the great governour of the world, 
t muſt, Tam ſure, be acknowledged, that 
ye have not only been favoured with the 
ommon bleſſings of providence ; but the 
A py ſpot on which we dwell, for the tem- 

WT perature of the climate, the fruitfulneſs of 


be foil, the plenty of all the proviſions of * 


T the advantages of its fituation both for 
"a commerce and defence, the number, natural 
length, and genius of its inhabitants, and, 
dove all, for the liberties we enjoy, both 
W cfligious and civil, is the glory of the whole 
ccch, and the envy of all the nations in the 
ond. Thus, as it was with God's pops 
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of old, the niger us in pleafon 
Plates, guar: verily we have @ goodly heritage. As 
Tf ael was Teſcutd, by the arm of 12 
Ont of, the bon 7 darkneſs of EY 
o Were our fore-fathers, maby ages ago, 
— 7 ry of 9 8 98 8 
om the captivity of Rte, which" was itt 
than that of Babylon. They had the law and 
the prophets; but we Jae had the fuperior 
ege of the goſpel of our. Lord Jeſus 
dane long planted among us; and it has 
wat by the bleſſed cffylions of the 
3 of God. | 
THE many political ſchemes which haye 
been laid, the unwearied | induſtry that has 
been uſed, and the many "Ljolett meaſures 
which have been attempted, in order to de- 
rive us of theſe invaluable bleſſin Dep, ago. 5 th 
Haber Great Britain again tb 
uſürpation, ſufficiently ſhew, that the PAs 
have all along eſteemed it, = the Principal 
bulwark of the proteſtant religion. 
FT x execrable deſign of the powder trea- 
; ſon, the providential Tilcovery & which we 
this day commemorate, is a ſufficient eyidenpe 
of this. Whoever will but conſider by Wbat 
inhuman meaſures the faith of that Tuch 
has been propagated; what rivers of blood 
have been ſhed, and what millions of fouls 
have, with variety of, tortures, been hurjied 
Into eternity by the cruel hands of Pahl, 
muſt be worſe than blind, if they ciner 
5 perceive, that tis impoffible a — = 
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exetiplifies, anil repruved. 33 
bliſhed on ſuch a foundation ſhould have the 
* 
which is, like its great author, amd lou, 
and full of gentleneſs and goodneb. But, I 
think, the hiſtory of popery itſelf, which is 
the moſt bloody: of all hiſtories,” cannot, from 
its beginning, furniſh us with any inſtance 
beſides, of ſo deſperate a kind as this: a de- 
fign. that breathes the very ſpirit of the in- 
fernal pit; and in the execution of which, a 
worſe than brutal cruelty was to be glutted 
with fuch a: ſacrifice, as was never before 
offered up to Molach himſelf, With what 
horror is the imagination ſtruck, at a faint re- 
rreſentation of the frightful ſcene ſuch a blow 
muſt have produced? the king, the nobles, 
and the judges, together with the flower of all 
the gentry in the nation were, in one moment, 
to have been blown up into the air, and 
their mangled carcaſſes to have been mingled 
with'the ruins of the royal palace, and the ſeats 
of juſtice : the greateſt houſes. in the kingdom 
were to have been filled with the lamenta- 
tons of widows. and of orphans : and that 
which would have compleated this dreadful | 
cataſtrophe was, that by the advantage of 
the confuſion all ſorts of men muſt be in on 
ſach a ſhocking occaſion, a religion was to 
have been introduced which could juſtify 
ach ſavage violence, and a tyranny in go- 
ernment that ſhould be the genuine fruit 


of it. | A % %, 
\ Taz ſeaſonable and wonderful r 
: | E 0 
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of this plot; ſhews how watchful heaven his 
been of our-ſafety > and it muſt argue, I 
was going to ſay, a worſe then Feuiſb ſtu- 


pidity, if we can poſſibly forget the oblige. 
tions we are under for ſo great a'ſfalvation;. - 


Bur leſt this ſhould de che caſe, divine 
providence has rendered this very * our 
calendar ſtill more memorable, b 
derful reſcue of our religion and liberties from 
the deſigns of the very ſame enemies, at the 
glorious revolution in 1688; a deliverance 
till freſh in the memories 11 Nr 
ing. 


Tux thions was then f 

who was a profeſs d papiſt, and one ede 
devoted to the intereſts of that church: a'cir- 
cumſtanee which had not happened to this 
nation, fince the bloody reigu of queen May. 
The prieſts and other agents of that * 
munion had overſpread the land like gr 

pers ; as the Mlidianites covered turf Jo 
in the days of Gideon. Not only > $ 
family was full of them, but they [appeared 

on the bench of juſtice, and at the coun- 

| fel table. The Jeſuits erected colleges and 
ſeminaries in moſt great towns; and four 
biſhops were publicly conſecrated in the 
king's own chapel, and ſent down to; ener- 
tiſe their functions, in their ſeveral dio- 
ceſſes, as vicars apoſtolical, while their 
toral letters, addreſs d to the laiety of 

- own communion, were printed at the king 
man BW 1 and Ty over 3 * 

ol 


zealous OY Engliſh liberty 
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eee and rnd, 3 5 
Seven biſhops, and many other 
were im- 
* and many of the charters of it were 
alen * honour or profit could 
be pred . any, but by Papi and 

and the judges, corrupted by . 
pena vet By up the laws of England, by 
their deciſion, to his diſpenſing power; by 
which, together with his eccleſiaſtical com- 
miſſion, th embaſſy to the court of Rome, 
and the manner in which the nuncio was 
received from thence, he made it -no ſecret, 
that he was determined to divide matters 
with the pope ; and having reconciled the 
three kingdoms to ſpiritual flavery, to take 
the abſolute power over their lives and. for- 
tunes to himſelf, 

SUCH was the fad condition of theſe na- 
tions, when our fathers cried unto the Lord, 
and he was pleaſed, beyond all human ex- 
pectation, in that critical ſeaſon, to appear; 
and to raiſe up a deliverer for us, who, like 
Gideam of old, brayely reſcued our religion 
and our liberties ; | and in doing which, Tike 
him, he ſpared not. the altars o his father's 
houſe. Whoever duly conſiders the num» 
— of king ' Jamess land- forces, and the 

ſtrength of his navy; and at the ſame time 
reflects on the ſeaſonable arrival of the prince 
of Orange, the auſpicious winds which fa- 
roured the Janding of the handful 'of men 

Tee, he 
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he brought with him, the parinick fear-thut 
diſconcerted all the meaſures of ie p 
counſels, the deſertion, not only in the 

and army, but among the gentry and d 
court, which was followed with the flight 
of the king himſelf; whoever; Tay, reflet 
on theſe things, muſt, I think, acknowledge, 
that all was the evident effect, of the ſame 
miraculous hand, which delivered aol from 
the yoke of Midian: and in this, it exceeded 
even that deliverance, that this great affujr 
was carried into execution, with ſcarce a 
bloodſhed. | 100 e e i Th 
Ab if Gideon afterwards ſuitably puniſh- 
| ed the inſolence of the men of Saceorb- and 
| Penuele; I am ſure, we may ſee the hand of 
| God, and the valour of our deliverer abun. 
| dantly diſplay'd, in the, ſpeedy reduction of 
l Ireland; and the check he gave to the pride 
, of the French tyrant, in his own life- time: 
| as well as the low condition to which he was 
reduced, by the plan the great king Millan 
laid, and which was happily purſued in the 
glorious part of the reign of his immediate 
ſucceſſor, under the conduct of the brave 
duke of Marlborough. 18 3 
Non can 1 help obſerving that, as Gideon, 
in the height of his glory, generouſly refuſed 
to break in upon the conſtitution of the 
raelites; ſo our deliverer, in his acceptance 
of the crown, in a parliamentary way, wat 
equally tender of preſerving ours. The for- 


Judges viii. 


ate ha wes for for in girat 
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ee eee recur te fol 
uy farther, But if Jae! forgot the God of 
heir falvation, if they forgot their former 
&liverances, and thoſe of later date, if they 
glected, corrupted, and betrayed that holy 
religion, with which they, above all the na- 
tons of the world, were intruſted, if they 
abuſed and trifled with thoſe liberties, which 
nece ſo often recovered, or preſerved by ſuch 
mazing interpoſitions of nce, I am 
fure the inhabitants of theſe iflands ſhould 
red the hiſtory of that nation, with ſhame 
ad confuſion of face. Grdeon, indeed, who. 
rſcued the liberties of Mael, and reſtored the 
ee exerciſe of religion to that people, en- 
yed the advantages and returns of his pub- 
ic ſervices, during his own life and admini- 
tration, But it was far otherwiſe with our 
neat deliverer. It is well known, that many 
if thoſe who were ſaved by his valour, who”. 
ined under the fun-ſhine of his gentle go» 
rrnment, and were even fed at his table, 
by a moſt quarrelſome, and ungrateful oppo- 
ſtim to public meaſures, cramp'd his great 
&figns, and rendered his crown ſo burden- 
bme to him, that under the weight of theſe 
. diſtreſſes, 
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Aiſtreſſes, his conſtitution Was thought to fink 
more, than under all the toils of the field 
To which I muſt add, thengenerous man. 
ner in which his memory has been uſed fince 
His death; together with the pains which have 
been taken to depreciate that glorious uu 
rion, of vrhich he was, under God, the 
happy inſtrument. - And if it is recorded to 
the diſhonour of Mael, that they neglected 
the poſterity of Gideon, when their father wat 
no more; what ſhall we ſay of the tret- 
ment that illuſtrious houſe has met with, 
which king William, in great wiſdom,” and 
a truly paternal love to theſe ungrateful na- 
tions, adopted as his family, and which inherit 
both his crown, and his excellent qualifics- 
tions for government ? Jets: 
I cannot be denied that, ever fince this 
happy ſucceſſion took place, we have enjoyed 
an uncommon meaſure of reſt from our ene- 
mies on every fide, and ſuch an affluence of 
every good thing, as our fathers before us 
could never boaſt of. And it would have 
been well, if this long tranquility, and all 
theſe other bleſſings, had been ſuitably im- 
proved. But whoever conſiders the atheiſti- 
cal contempt which is caſt on the principles of 
our holy religion, and the progreſs of all forts 
of prophaneneſs, and practical iniquity among 
us, together with that indolent ſpirit towards 
every thing of a divine nature, which is tobe 
obſerved. in the generality of good men them- 


ſelves, will find that we have copied after un. 
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low * and inſtead af being 5 
of dignities *;\ they CY to Line 
out-do, the other, in r 
wyernment, — ley ol all er 
bleſfings. on dae ML It 

A MAN that has any due regard to the 
gory. of God, and pany ttue intereſt of his 
country, can hardly forbear making ſome 
mournful reflections on this occafion. That 
the friends of and the 
ſhould be u under ſuch a ſtate of na- 
tional nodes. and ſhould. uſe their utmoſt 
endeavours to. diſturb the public peace, id no 
vonder: but it is aſtoniſfing indeed, that they 
ſhould be e of prevailing on ſuch as, one 
would yet hope, are no hearty enemies to bur 
— 12 to vin with them 1 in their wires 

No government in ical 18 entirely 
free from defects; neither bave the greateſ, 
and beſt men which nature. has. 
and whom providence has placed in autho- 
ity, been abſolutely. perfect. It is eaſy to 
\- WI point out ſome Fark in the character of a 
nl e, a Jabua, or a Gideon < but ſhall theſe 
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evidence; certainly; with muck graiter 
af reaſon, it may be proved; tit man in pub. 
lic {tations are entitled to our charity's: and at 
their ſprings of action, and the ens cheꝝ dae 
in view, art often out of d fight; Tight 
reaſon will forbid us to determine uboat thoſe 
things, of which we can be no stet 
judges; ſo a proper regard tu dar 'own fafe- 
. n 28 common juſtice, , will oblige us 
e very cautious how ur gi any/enoou- 
ragement to a miſrepreſentation of their con- 
duct. But a man muſt be a great-finanger 0 
what paſſes in places of | palblic:refort; 'who 
doth not frequently obſerve,” that the [moſt 
unkind, not to ſay the moſt malicious cha- 
ſtructions are put on almoſt every meaſure 
taken by authority. And things are admit. 
ted very often without the leaſt pretente uf 
proof, in ſuch converfation, Where, HA man 
was to uſe a perſon on a level with .himaſelt 
in the fame manner, he would not fall of 


meeting with a ſuitable rebuke; It in eaßyto Bi " 
fee with what a dangerous deſign, that ini - i 


dious diſtinction has been of late indufics 
ouſly propagated, between the intereftof the 
COURT and -coUnNTRY:: and | indeed 10 
method ſeems to have been left unattempt- 
ed, that might have a tendency to . 
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dhe king and his parliament, to render the Sz 
crown uneaſy to his majeſty, to alienate; the 
| hearts of his ſubjects from him, or to BYE 
encouragement to our common enemies, both 
abroad and at home. And all this, for I wifl 
dare wel) it, notwithſtanding the general 
diſaffection which. has been wickedly foment- 
ed among us; all this, I lay, — beſt 
the happieſt, and the mildeſt aqminiſtratian 
in the, whole world. 
Is it not aſtoniſhing, that men 1 
underſtandings will believe, that we are re- 
duced to the utmoſt poverty, notwithſtand- 
ing the low. intereſt of money; and in de- 
fance of that growing luxury, which comes 
under every one's obſervation, . and may very 
jputly, fill the hearts of wiſe and good men 
with concern? And is it not equally ſtrange, 
ad wicked, to perſuade us to imagine weare 
in a ſtate of ſlavery, while we fit under our 
vines, and our eee and there is none to 
nate us afraid? while no man in England, 
perhaps, obtains his right with ſo. much din 
cul , as the king himſelf, _ 

Gop is a God of order; government is his. 
own m inſtitution, for the benefit of mankind; 
ud when it anſwers the proper ends, — 
which it was appointed, be cannot fail reſent- 
og the ungrateful treatment, thoſe rulers meet 
with, who have been the inſtruments. in bis 
hand for the public good. 

Txe ungoverned liberty which is taken, 
bot Foaly in converſation, but by the n P 
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ſuch, os I believe no age or mation can'equat: 
and what the conſequences of yhis-: grOW 
evil may be, in the end, to our 
ſrſelf, 1 will not take upon me to y bot 
of this 1 think we may bo aſſuted, chat, While 
theſe writers are daily ſcatterin their treaſon 
over the whole kingdom, in order do perſuade 
us into a belief, that one btn are in dan- 
get from the adminiſtration”; this is 0 far 


from being true in fact,, that the impuniey 
they meet with, is a at plain confatation 
of that very Kandal, which their ſeditions ti 
ans 


bels are 


are deſigned to prop 
rage of this tran 
leaders of it into — entire diſrogard to 
truth, and the Wan nd yet: om 
the tales they are continually ſpreading 
us, in order to ftir up oarJealouſies, 2 
dent to thoſe who examine * nk 6alm- 
neſs, that one would wander how i mould 
be poſſible, for any man of underſtanding,and 
integrity, to be impoſed upon woe * 
TH us, if an alteration in er 
collecting a part of the 
propoſed in parliament; "$i de, b 
of the beft judges, thought both wn 
equitable, and m other nfincites Noa! da be 
fo, tis prefently loaded with a defign to en- 
fave the nation: If a negociation be entered 
into in order to prevent 4 bloody and ex- 
penſive war, it is at once, and even before it 
oomes to any maturity, ' repreſented + ug the 
effect of weakneſs and pufilanimity, * 
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diet deſign to Gacrifice our Gammerce,. a 3 
our hongur, 0 th e moſt contemptible of our 
enernies. T it is apparent that the vio- 
ation of that. very: Convention, which has 
been ſo E by theſe men, has, 
yery removed every ſhadow 
of an objection, to oo juſtice of the war in 
which we are engaged, In this manner has 
our goverhment been treated, for not ruſhing 
into a war, without the caution which ſo im- 
portant' an affair required : and tho now it is 
entered into, and purſued with all the vigour, 
that our ſituation will admit of; yet the ſame 
firit ſtill continues: by which i it will, moſt 
enidently, appear to a cool obſeryer, that, 
whatever men pretend, their hearts are 
not really ſo much {et againſt the public mea- 
ſures, as againſt the perſons who conduct 
them. For if, in the courſe of the war, our 
enemies ſhips eſcape, by the favour of the 
night; of fogs, or winds, or a wide ſea, the 
adminiſtration muſt bear the blame; not to 
lay how our brave ſca-officers have been uſed = 
on theſe occaſions. If any of their forts are 
attacked and conquered, left thoſe who hold 
the helm ſhould have any ſhare in the ho- 
nour, it is repreſented as in without or- 
ders. Nay, if the winds of heaven delay a 
well-concerted expedition, no regard, it ſeems, 
s to be paid to divine influence herein, but 
our governors here below, inſtead of our fins, 


muſt anſwer for it: or if the ſeaſons prove 


. unfruitful, and a ſcarcity enſues; inſtead of 
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„„ Wee ene 
being humbled under the national © 1 
which ptovoks God to deal thus with us; 
we are taught, like ael of old, to mutmur 
againſt our rulets. 80 that one can' hard] 
tell which to wonder at moſt, the 3 
neſs of thoſe who raiſe and ſoment theſe un- 
reaſonable clamours, or the folly of ſuch who 
believe, and propagate them. For, "after all 
this outcry, and theſe laborious 'endeavoury 
to ſtir up the jealouſies of the people, and to 
provoke them even to rebellion itſelf, if you 
aſk theſe righteous patriots, what has been 
done, that ſhould give them occaſion to raife 
and foment ſuch an unnatural ſpirit amo 
us; what can they ſay? when they f 
Plainly, what do they fay ; hut that our t 
are increaſed in time of war; hisr 
and his parliament agree , the adminiſtration 
of public affairs has remained in the fame 
hands for above twenty years; and, which 
too evidently lies at the bottom of all, the 
overnment is ſo blind, as not to ſee the rea- 
ſonableneſs of taking them into its ſervice, 
who have ſhewn ſo good a diſpoſition to over- 
throw it; and continues ſo reſolute, as not 
to ſuffer itſelf to be frightened into ſuch a 
prepoſterous meaſure as this? Nor is it un- 
common for theſe men, when they are driven 
hard, to affront the underſtandings of their 
fellow-ſubjets ſo far, as to argue for the rea- 
ſonableneſs of the diſſatisfaction, becauſe it 
is ſo much ſpread: when, in their conſci- 


ences, they know, that the only true reafon 
which 


sich can be given for it, is to be drawn / 
fort their malicious and united labours to 
'THERE 18 mo Veen notion, which hag 
en of late much propagated among us, and 
tut is, that ſome oppoſition ought ps be en- 
wuraged, even to a adminiſtration, as 
de moſt effectual means to preſerve it from 
gruption. How far indeed this maxim is 
p be juſtified by the rules of policy, it is not 
ry province to determine; no, nor how far 
nine providence - may be pleaſed to over- 
tle wicked actions, ſo as to bring about 
pod ends: but I am ſure, that to oppoſe 
tat which is right, for fear of that which is 
mong, or to do evil that good may come, are 
nnciples which will not eaſily be reconciled 
nth the rules of true reaſon, or the laws of 
iſtice, humanity, and religion. And, after 
the clamour that has been made about 
be increaſe of the national expence at home, 
ad the ill treatment we have met with from 
bme powers abroad, it would be no difficult 
matter to make it appear, that theſe, as well 
many other public inconveniences, which 
re labour under, are the natural product of 
lis boaſted oppoſition. rn 
Tu IR endeavours have been carried on 
mth ſo much induſtry as may, in ſome 
neaſure, account for the impoſition which 
las paſſed on the minds of many well-mean- 
ng people, who have not had the happineſs 
a be bred up in principles of true liberty, 
. | But 
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cd out in all the Exgliſb hiſtory, not per 
- haps in that of any — — — wh 28 
liberty was enjoyed in a more ample manner 
let us then be aſhamed of this wicked n 
ſition. Let us remember, that it was equally 

the glory of our fore-fathers, to contend fc 
the liberties of their country, when the 
were really in danger, at the hazard of their 
lives; and peaceably, and thankfully. to im- 

prove thoſe liberties, when they enjoyed them 
And no doubt their ſighs and tears would 
| have been turned into ſongs of joy, and their 
prayers into thankſgivings, had they lived to 
partake of the plentiful bleſſings, of that kind, 
which we inherit, as the fruit of their ſuffer- 
ings. God forbid that we ſhould loſe thelc 
ineſtimable privileges by our gang: to 
| ES, jeaven, 
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ie the machn is already cngiged in 4 was 
nth one power, and we; know not her 
tan the quarrel may be mare! extcaſiye ;-let 
p be convinced, that the te Way to he- 
ame formidable to gur enomiet, is tof be 
mchful apuinlt-choſs bares which axe ;lajd | 
b draw off our hearts from his mie, 


xrſon and grreenment, and to divide he 

 trarty friends of liberty among themſelves : 

ol et ws Ende din bwdBen "nothing cn {v-\ 
protection in qur 


=y » © be thaakil for the privileges 
and to improve them to the glory | 
4 God! and the pedce of our country. _ _- 
| Gop has been warning us by awful provi- 

fences : as we have trifled wick a plenty of 

good things, ; He has threatned us with a fcar- 
city of breath} N too many among us 

have beeg' ſporting with, the winds, he 2 
ſhewn us, TS faden Num, how ſoon. he 
wuld have our boaſted armaments to 
pieces, on the Ames of our enemies. But, 
_twithſtanding our unworthineſs, he fill 

Waits to be graciges, te es 


| 


- 1 
2 TX 


av þ 


* 


— 6  — 


| 


- * * 
29 7 
# * 2 . a 
978122 
* 15 
| — 
5 
* * 
* 7289 
nd 06 $ *-4 - 
2 k 
* 1 
89 # - 9 
+) V1 
TN 


ICS. 
ke to che moſt valuable 
religion. 212} | IF! 


4 oY ” * & © 
FP I f x » 2 Ll % 

4 * * i - & i > - 
- ? pr 
# ary % F 


Ll 
4 7 
* * 
C 4 L % + 4 
P " 

# 17 
wan - 44 %} 4 = 
1 * o 1 © 

« © @ «x 


cl 60. 2 elt 1 1 


1 

Ek e. 4 

+1 v5 420 bi 31 Aeg 0 il 
Pd 


